deals with a number of techniques of healing still excluded for a
variety of reasons from the medical ‘establishment’ in this
country—techniques like herbalism, naturopathy, allopathy,
acupuncture, psychotherapy, spiritual healing and homoeopathy,
amongst others. The book is not simply a survey of these methods
of treatment; it is also a sharp attack on what the author regards
as the narrow outlook of orthodox medicine in Britain, and the
main aim of his argument is to bring some light and air to a
subject that is complicated by all kinds of taboos, prejudices and
conventions. Fringe Medicine is a very good piece of polemical
writing: it is vigorous, enthusiastic and it has humour. You may
disagree with almost all of its opinions, but you will undoubtedly
enjoy the argument immensely. :

“This book will cause a healthy scandal. It is a frontal attack on
the narrow-minded orthodoxv of the medical establishment and
a spirited defence of the unorthodox methods practised on its
fringes. . . . The author’s main argument is of vital importance to
us all.” ARTHUR KOESTLER in the Observer.

288 pages. Bibliography and Index.
Faber 30s: SFBC 19s, post free

®
Gauguin
ly' Henri Perruchot
(The April Extra title)

GAUGUIN’S life is one of the most lascinating in the whole history
of art, and whether one takes pleasure in his painting or not, one
cannot fail to be absorbed by this book, and to see the work of
the painter more clearly through a better knowledge of the man.

His life was a constant battle, to paint and to be recognized as a
painter on his own terms. This is what gives his personality its
strong, harsh savour—his total inability to compromise. The
strength of that intransigence is in a different category altogether
from any kind of romantic ‘ Bohemianism'; at its worst it made
him an outcast, unable to rest anywhere or in any love or com-
panionship; at its best it gave him immense courage. This
excellent biography does away with any view of Gauguin as the
type of ‘the artist’, the romantic rebel against all constraint and
convention: in place of this it gives almost too close an insight
into a gigantic personality and into a life of unremitting hardship
and effort.

‘It is not too much to claim that this is the only biography of
Gauguin which presents . . . a clear and well analysed view of the
character and mentality of the man as well as of the development
of his work. . . . Possibly no one will get nearer than this to a
definitive biography.’ The Times Literary Supplenent,

398 pages. Plates and drawings,
Michael Joseph 42s; SFBC 25s, post free

THE FEBRUARY EXTRA (OPTIONAL) IS

HISTORY OF MANKIND—Vol. I: Prehistory and
the Beginnings of Civilization
by Jacquetta Hawkes and Sir Leonard Woolley

(Allen & Unwin 75s; SFBC 46s, post free)

THE FEBRUARY SPECIAL (OPTIONAL) IS
FLY AND THE FLY BOTTLE by Ved Mehta
(Weidenfeld & Nicolson 23s; SFBC 16s, post free)

[Full details of both these books appeared in the Supplement
dealing with Optional titles contained in the November SF News.]

THE MARCH EXTRA (OPTIONAL) IS
JOHN F. KENNEDY: Portrait of a President
by Hugh Sidey

(André Deutsch 36s; SFBC 225 6d, post free)

THE MARCH SPECIAL (OPTIONAL) IS

GREAT PRIVATE COLLECTIONS
Edited by Douglas Cooper

(Weidenfeld & Nicolson £6 6s; SFBC 90s, post free)

[Details of the above two books appeared in the January issuc
of SF News.]
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